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T bomas W entworth, late Earle of Str, af- 
ford, and Deputy of Freland. 
The one in the Tower, the other on | 
the Scaftold on Tower-htIl, £57, 
My the 12 16471. "I 0.-.- 


New reviſed by the perfeCteſt Coppy,with ſme 
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His ſpeech in the Tower to the Lords, bef * 
he went to executon, be 


® che Honourable, and the reſt, you ard _ 
Dp now come to convey mee to my death, If, 
FED am willing to dye, which is a thing noſg; 
W>® more than all our Predecefſors have done]; 
\ andadebt thatauc Poſteritie muſt in their), 
' due time diſcharge, which ſince ir can bend, 
| way avoyded, ir ought the leffe to be fe 4 
red; for that which is common roall, onghe nor to be intol 
lerabſe-ro any : Ir is the L2woof Narore, the tribute of the, 
fleſh, a remedy from all worldly cares andtraubles ; and tof,, 
the truly penitent, a p*rfe& path to bleſſednefſe. And there}, 
1s bar one death, though ſeverall wayes unto it : mine is not], 
narprall, bar enforced by the Law ard Juſtice: it hath beene 
ſayd thar the Lawes vex only the me: ner ſortof people, bur 
the mightie are able ro withſtard them : it is not ſo with 
me, for rothe Law I\abmirt my ſelte, and canfeffe tht Liree 
c2iye nothing bur juſtice; for hee that polirikely inrendeth] 1, 
godd co a Ce mmon-weale, may be called a juft man, but hee 
tt afpractif th eirher forts awne profir, or any other ſini- 
ſtergr.ds, may be we ; termed ade ir quent perſon ; neither is 
delay in puniſhment-any privilege for predon, And more-[, 
cver, | ingenuouſly confefle w ith Cicero, Trat the death*6f c 
hog is the ſafetzeof the ge od that be alive. - #8) |, 
Eerno man truſt Eyther in the favour of hjs Prince, hel , 
fi epdſtip and conſanguinity of his Peeres, muchleſſe in his |, 
owne wiſdoweand knowledge, of which I icgeruouſly ccn- 
ſeſſe I have beenezooconficent. Kings, as they are men be- 
fore Ged, (6 theyare Gods before mer, and I may ſay witha 
great man cnce 1n this Kingdowe, Had 1 ſtrived to obey ” | 
Go 


: 3 
$6 od a5 faxhfully, as Iſought to honour my King diligently, } 
bid flood, and not fallew., Moſt happie and forcunace is that 
Prince, who 18 as much fr his juſtice feared, as for his good- 
nefle beloved : For the greater thac Princes are in power a- 
bove other, the more they ought in vertue to excell other ; 
{and ſachs the royall Soveraigne whom l late ſerved. 
For my Peere3, the correſpondence that I had with them 

daring my proſperitie, was to mee very delightfull and plea- 

ſing, and here they have commiſerated my ruine,I have plen- 

tifally found, who (for che moſt generous of them) I may 
boldly ſay, though they have deteſted che faft, yer they have 
picied the perſon delinquent, the firſt in their loyalrie, the 
laſt in their charicie : ingenuowly confeſling, thatnever any 
ſubjeR, or peere of my rank, had ever chart help of Counſell, 
Jrhar benefic of time, or a more free and legall tryall chan 1 
have had: 1nthelice whereof, none of my preceflors hath 
had fo much favour from his prince, ſo much ſufferance from 
the people; in which I comprehend the anderſtanding Com- 
SN mons, not the many headed monſter, Mulrirude : Bar I have 
url offended, am ſcareneed, and muſt ncv ſuffer. 
uhl And for my roo much confidence in my ſuppoſed wiſdom 
T1 and knowledge, therein have beene the moſt deceived : For 
th] hee is wile to himſelfe , that knowes by orfers faults 
to corre(t his owne offences: to be truly wiſe is to be Secreta» 
ries to our ſelves ; for it is meere fclly ro reveale our intimate 
thoughts to ſtrangers : wiſdome is che moſt precious Gem 
=. with which the mind can be adorned, ard learning the moſt 
of] f:mous thing for which a man ovght ro bee eſteemed, and 
true wiſdome teacheth us to doe well, as to ſpeake well: in 
the firſt I have failed, for the wiſdome of man js foolihneſſe 
with God. 

For knowledge, iris a thing indifferent both to g-0d and 
evil, but the beſt knowledge is for a manro know hi:nſetfe ; 
{ hee thar doth fo, ſhal eſteeme of himſclfe bur little, for hee 
conſidereth from whence he came,and wherco he muſt go,he 
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4 
regardeih n-t the vaine pleaſures of this life, hee exalrerh 
God, and ftriyes co livein bis teare , burhe that knowerh 
not himſelfe, is witul in his owne wayes, unprofitable in his 
life, unfortunate in his deatb, and ſo am I. Rue the reaſon 
why I ſought to attaine unto ir, was this : I have read thathe 
that knowerh not that which he ought coknow, i3 a Brait 
bealt among(t men : hee that knoweth more than hee ought 
to know, is a man amongſt beaſts: but hee that knowerh all 
thar may be knowne, 15a God among(t men. Torthis I much 
aſpired, in this F much failed ;, Y anitie of vanities, all is but 
vanitie. 

I ave heird the pesple clamour and cry our, ſaying, That 
through my occaſion the cimes are bad. I wiſh that when [ 
am dead they may prove betcer : nv ttcrae it is, that there is 
at this time a great ſtorme 1mpending (God in his mercie 
avert it.) And ince itis my particular lot, like Ferah, ro bee 


caſt into the ſea, I (ball think my life well ſpent, ro appeaſe | 


Gods wrath, and fatisfie the peoples malice. 

O whatis elcquence more than aire ? faſhioned with an 
articulate and diltinct found, when it 1sa ſpeciall vertue ro 
feake lirtle and well, and filence 1s oft the bett orarorie ; for 
fooles in their dumbneſſe may bee accounted wiſe : Ir hath 
power to makea good matter ſezme bad anda badicauſe ap- 
peare goed: but mine was to mee unprofitable, and: like 
the Cypreſie trees, which are great. and tal}, but altogether 
without fruit, 

What 1s honour ? bur the fiſt ſtep ro diſquierneſſe, and 
power:1s ſtill yairedon by eavie, neither hath ic any privi- 


lege againſt iniamie, Iris held cobe thechiefe part, of honor, . | 
f.ra man to j*yne to his ofhce and calling, currelie and affa- |} 


bilitie, commiſcration and pitie : for thereby he draweth ro 
him with a kind of compulſion, the hearrs of the nwltirude, 
Bur that was the leaſt part of my ſtudy, which now makes 
me ca]l ro mind, that the greater the perſons are in authority, 
the ſoorer they are catcher in any dclinquencie, and their 
ſmalleſt 
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5 
ſmalleſt crimes are thought ro bee capicall , the ſmalleſt 
ſpot ſeemes great inthe finneſt linnen, and cheleak flaw is 
ſooneſt found in the richeſt Diamond. Bur high and noble 
ſpirits finding themſelyes wounded, grieve nor fo much ar 


their owne paine and perplexirie, as at the derifion and ſcofs 


of rheir enemy : bur for mine owne part,thongh I might 


| have many in my life, I hope to finde nene m my death. 


Amongſt other things which pollute and contaminace the 
mindes of great ſpirits, there is none more heinons than Ame 
birion , which is ſeldome unaccompanyed: with Avarice : 
Such, to poſſeſſe their ends, carenot to violate the Lawes of 
Religion, and Reaſon, and to breake the bonds of Mode- 
ſty and equity, with the neareſt tyes of Conſanguinity, and 
Amity ; of which as I have beene guilty, fo I craye at Gods 
hands fSgiveneſſe. Itis a Maxime in Philoſophy , that am- 
bitious men can bee never good Counſellours to Princes ; 
the deſire of having more is common to great Lords, and a 
defire of Rulc a great cauſe of cheir Ruine. 

My Lords, I am-now the hopelefle Prefident, may I bee 
ro you all-an happy example: For Ambition devourerh gold, 
and drinketh bloud , and climbeth fo high by orher mens 
heads, that ar the length inthe fall it breaketh 1tsownneck : 
therefore it is. þetter to live in humble content, than in high 
care and trouble : 'For more precious is want with- hone- 
fty, than wealth with mfamy ::For what are weebat meere 


vapours, which ia a ſerene Element aſcend high , and upon- 


an inſtant, ike Smoak, vaniſh tato nothing : or like Ships 
wichourt Pilots, toft np and. downe upon the Seas by contrary 
winds and tempeſts. Burthe g.:0d kusbai:dman thinks ber- 
ter of thoſe eares of Corne, which buw downe, and grow 
crooked, thanthoſe which areſtreighe and upright, becauſe 
he is afſured ro fiade more ſtore of graine in the one than in 


the other, This all men know, yer of this, how few make 


uſe : The defect whereof muſt be now my paine : may my ſuf- 
tering prove to others profit. 
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For what hath now the fayour of my Prince, the fami- 
larity with my Peeres, the volubility of a rongue, the 
ſtrength of my memory, my learning, or knowledge, my 
honours, or Offices, my power, and potency, my riches, and 
rreaſure, ( all thefStheeſpeciall gifts , both of Nature, and 
Fortune ) whar haveall theſe profized mee ? Bleflings I ac- 
knowledge, though by God beſtowed npon man ; yer nat all 
of them tcgethervpon many : yer by the Divine providencc, 
the moſt of them metin me: of which had I made happy uſe, 
I might Mill have flontiſhr, who naw am forc'd immarurely 
ro fall. 

Inow could wiſh , ( but that #tinam is too late) that 
God with his outward goodnefle rowards mee had ſo com- 
mixedhis iaward grace, that I had chuſed the wedines path, 
neithef inclining to the right hand, nor deviating ro the left s 
burlike cars with my wax2n wings, fearing by too tow a 
flight to meyſten them with the Waves : I ſoared too high, 
ard rconeare the Sunne, by which they being melted ; I ay- 
ming at the higheſt, am precipitated torhe loweſt : and am 
mace a wretched prey tothe Waters : ButI whobefore built 
my houſeupon the the {land , have now iecled my hopes up- 
on the Rock my $aviour z by whoſe onely merits my ſole 
truſt is, that whatſoever becomes of my bady, yet in this 
boſome my ſoule may beSanQuaried. | 

Nimrod would have builta Towerto reach up to heaven, 
aud cald ic Babel; but Gcd turned itto the confufion of Lan- 
guapes, and diſhpation of the people. Phrrooh kepr the Chil- 
dren of 7/rael in bondage, and aftor having freed them, in 
his great pride wou'd have made them his prey , but God 
gave them adrie and miraculcus paſſage, and Pharaoh and 
his hoaſt a watrie Sepulcher. Belſhevzer feaſted his Princes 
and Proſtitutes, who drunke healths in the Veſſells taken 
fromthe Temple , bur the hand of Ged writ upan the wall, 

Mene, Tekel, Phoras, and thatnight befere morning was both 
his Kingdome and life taken from him : Thus Ged lets 
| men 
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men.goe on a great while in their owne devices, but in the 
endir proved their own ruine and deſtruction, never (uffe- 
ring them to effe&t their defired prrpoſts ; therefore [kt nong 
preſume upon his power, glory in his greatneſſe, or bee rog 
confident m his riches : Theſe chings were written for on? 
Inftruftion, of which the' living may make uſe , rhe-dying 
, cannot z bart witandunfruirfulf wiſedome are the nexrneigh» 
bonrs to folly. | We. 1041 CTY Pre n 

There can beeno greater yanity in the world, than to e- 
ſteeme the world, which regardech no man ; and to make 


{J;ghbeccount of God who) greatly: reſpecterh all men. 4-and... 


therecanbee no greater folly in man, than bymuch Travel 
roincreaſt his goods, and pamper his body , and in the inre- 
rim with yaine delights and pleaſufes, ro loſe his ſoule. Ir is 
a great folly in any man to atremprt a bad beginning, in hop2 
of a good ending;and ro make thar proper to one , which 
was before common roall,is meere indiſcrecion,and the be. 


ginning of diſcord, which I poſitively wiſh may end ia chis- 


my.pumſhmenr. 

Ohow (mall a proportion of earch will containe my ho- 
dy, when my high minde cgnld ger be confined within the 
ſpaciousC-mpaſſe of two Kingdoms > Burmyhoure draw. 
echon, and Iconclude with the Pfalmiſt, not ayming ar 
any one manin particular, but ſpeaking for all in general! : 
How long will you Judges bee corrupted? how long will yee 
ceaſe to give true Indgement ? &&*c. Bleſſed is the man that cloth 


not walke in the Cduncell bf the wicked, nor ſtm1in the wiy 


of ſinmers , nor ſit in the ſeat of the ſcornfull, therefore they 
foal not ſiand in the Indgement., ner ſinners in the aſſembly 
of the righteous, &c. 

About rhe hovreof 12. a- Clrcke the aforeſail Lord of 
Strafford was conveyed to the Scaffold on Tower. Hill, where 
w3$-2 Court of Gnard made by the ſ-verall Companies of 
S-aldiees of the Ciry of London, and the Hamlers of rhe 
Toweren each (ideas he piſſ:deo the Sciffold : before mar- 
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ched the Marſhalls men eo, make way, then the Sheriffes of 
Londons Officers with their Halberds; after chem the Kings 
Guard, or warders of the Tower : Next came one of his 
Genelemen , bare headed, in mourning Habic, the Lord 
$1raford following him clad in blackeclaath, with divers 0- 
thers in:the amebabic, which were his attendance, then the 
Lord Biſhop 6f 4»#magh, and other good Divines ; with the 
Sherifles of London, and divers honourable parſonages. 
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When hecame to the Scaffold, he there ſhewed himſelfe 
oneach ſide infull view tc all people, and made this ſhort 
ſpeech,with as much alacrity of Spirir, as amorrall mancou'd 


expreſſe,.viz. 
The - 


[ 
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T be Earle of Straffords loft ſpeech on 
the Scaffold, and the manner bow 


be ſhewed bimſelfe and ſpake to the people. 


NL 


Afllll 


WAN 
A 


BY Lord Primate of [reland, (and my Lords, and the 
AR reſt of thele Gentlemen) it is a very great com- 
fort for me to have your Lord (hip by me this day, 
in regard | have been knowne to youa long time, 
I ſhould be very glad toobtaine fo much filence, 
as to bee heard a few words, but | doubt Ih II 
not, my Lord. Icome hither by the good will 
id plezfoure of Almightie God to pay that laſt debt | owe untoſin, 
bich is death and by the bleſſing of that God to riſe again through 

merits of Chriſt Jeſus to cternall glorie, And hee being di- 
rbed by the people, hee ſaid, What &« the m trer? and fatedowne 
z chaire : ſome replycd, The Souldiers kept moſt ſtir; /f cheyfaid 
,wenld be quict, all the reſt wonld be quict, | will I had becn pri- 
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vate, that I might bavebzenc heard, my Lord, if I might beſo much 
bcholding to you, that I might uſc a few words, I ſhould take it fora | 
very great courteſic 2 my Lord, I come hither to ſubnrt to that | 
juigement which hath palt againſt me, I doe1t with avery quizt and 
contented minde, /doe free'y forgive all the world, a torgive- 
neſſc that is not ſpoken from. he teeth outward (as they Gay ) but 
f om the heart ; /ſpzake 1t i 1 the preſence of Almightie God, be- 
fore whom /(tand, that there is no: \» much as a diſplcafing thought 
in me ariſing to any creature, I thank God, I may fiy truly, and my; 
conſcience bearcs mee witneſſe, that in all my fervices, Gnce have 
had the honour to ſerve his Majetic in any employment, I never had 
any thing in my heart, but the joynt and individuall profperitic of 
King and people; if it have bzene my hap to be miſconſtrued, it is | 
the common proportion of us all, wh.le we are in this life,the righ- 
teous ſadgamant is hereafter ; here we are ſabje&to crrour.andapt 
tobce mil judged one of arwther ; there is one thing | defire to 
clcerc my ſelfe of, and [ am verie confident, I ſpeake it with fo much 
cl that I hope I ſhall have your Chriſtian cHMaritic in the be- 
kcefe of it, Idid alwayesever thinke the Parliaments of England, 
were the happic Conſtitutions, that any Kingdome, or any Nation ! 
lived under, and under Godthe mcancs of making King and people 
happie, ſo far have 1 bcens from being again{t Parliaments ; for my 
death J here acqlitall the world, and pray Gol heartily to forgive 
them : and in particular, my Lord Primate, 7am verie glad that his 
Majcſtic 1s pleaſed to conceive mee, not meriting fo ſeverc and | 
heayie a puniſhment as the utmoſt execution of this ſentence ; 
am verie glad, and infinitely rejoyce inthis mercic of his,& beſzech 
God toturnc itto him , that hee may finde mexcy-when he hath moſt 
need of it; I wiſh this Kingdeme all the proſ"crity an4 happineſſe in 
the world : I did itliving, and now dyinz it is my with, 1 doe now 
profcile it from my heart, and do moſt humbly recommend it nato 
every man here., and with every man to lay his hand upon his heart, 
and conſider ſcri-ufly whither the. beginning of the happinefle of a 
people ſhould be written in letters of bloud , I feare you arc- ina 
wrong way,aad [ defire Almighty God chat noone drvp of my-blood 
may riſc up in judgment agaynſt you. | 

My Lord of .Armagh, I profeiſe my (elfe a Protceſta t, and a true 
and obedi:nt Son to the Charchof England, to that Church wherciuT . 
I was borncand whercta I was bred ; proſperity and happinese be ever 
ts 
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to it : and whereas it hath beene fayd that I have enclin'd to Popery, 
if it be an ebje&ion worth anſwering , let me fay truly,that from the 
time ſince I was one and twenty yearcs of age, till this houre, now 
going upon nine & forty, never had thought in my heart, todoubt of 
thet uth of my Religion, nor to my beſt memory durſt any cver profer 
it any kind whatſoever; and ſo being reconciled to the mercics of 
Chr leſus niy Saviour , into whoſe b:ſome [ hope ſhortly to bee ga= 
thered, to enjoy thoſe eternal happinſſes that ſhall never have end, 1I,dc-» 
firc hartily the forgiveneſſe of every man, both for any raſh or unad- 
viſed word or deed,and dr fire your prayers z And ſo my Lords farwel, 
farwell all thirgs of this world. Lord ſtrengthen my faith;give me con- 
fidence and aſ1wrance in the merits of Chriſt Iefus, / difire you that 
Jon wonld be fil. nt , and ioyne in Prayers with me, and for me , and 1 
truſt in God that we ſhall all mret,and live eternally in Heaven , there 
to receive the a compliſhment of all happines, where every teare foall bee 
wiped from our «yes, and every ſad thonght from 1ur hearts : And [0 
Ged bleſre this Kingdom, and Iclus have mercy upon my Sowle, 
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